
City of Milton Common Council

Resolution on 2016-3

Opposition of Wisconsin State Senate Bill 432

WHEREAS ,  AB 554/SB 432  potentially  makes it possible for communities to transfer water 
utility management from the public sector to the private sector, which means out-of-state and 
potentially multi-national companies will assume control of our public water supplies with less 
oversight. Water privatization most often leads to declining quality of service, higher water rates, 
less accountability and oversight (private companies do not face elections or have to share 
information), and a loss of public sector jobs; and

WHEREAS ,  Water privatization is when private companies operate or even purchase public 
water systems in hopes of profiting from what should be a publi c good and a basic human right; 
and

WHEREAS ,  Current Wisconsin law requires a referendum be put before voters before public 
drinking water facilities are sold or leased, and the referendum must include information about 
the costs and conditions of sale. The procedures in current law ensure citizens agree to 
privatization of their public water utility. 

WHEREAS , t his proposed bill would put the burden on citizens to petition for a referendum, 
and doesn’t require that  the  Public Service Commission evaluate the value of the water system or 
proposed conditions of sale or lease before the referendum occurs, which is a requirement of 
existing law.  
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED ,  in a time when we should be working to strengthen , not 
weaken, our ability to protect  valuable resources such as public drinking water,  the  City of 
Milton Common Council  calls upon  the Wisconsin State Legislature to vote down  Senate Bill 
432.

___________________________
Anissa Welch, Mayor

ATTEST:
(SEAL)

___________________________________ 
Elena Hilby, City Clerk


